PS 199 SLT Minutes

May 20, 2011

Attendees:

Katy Rosen                    Christine Annechino
Michelle Ciulla Lipkin  Sarah Colmaire
Rebecca Hank                Sandra Levy
Kirsten Loderer             Jamie Zucker
Mary Hughes                 Tamara Cella           
Peter Rockwitz               Debbie Schulman    
Pat Bleichman                Dalissa Canario 
Mia Spolan           


1. SLT Minutes: The minutes of the SLT meetings on April 15, 2011 and May 6, 2011 were approved.

2.  SLT Elections: Currently, there are three open positions, and two nominees. There was some question about the terms for each of the positions. This will be determined before the election on May 26, 2011 at the PTA meeting. 

3. Budget: Katy had no "new" news to report on the budget. There was a discussion about the PTA possibly providing funding to cover assistant teachers. 


4. Teacher Survey: As a result of teacher survey responses last year, the SLT investigated possible residencies for science and social studies.  The Center for Architecture Foundation offers customized residencies which Katy and some teachers explored, including a field trip to a workshop by Pat's second grade class.   This led to a proposal, which was accepted by the PTA, to fund a Center for Architecture Foundation residency for the second grade next year.

Sandra went over some items that remain to be covered by the SLT from the teachers survey. With regard to the need for assistance with differentiation, Peter stated that Everyday Math has existing tools which are being and can be used for differentiation, including a differentiation handbook.  Staff development by an Everyday Math trainer on the use of those tools is one method of addressing differentiation needs in Math. This would fit into the existing budget for professional development.  Some schools break into differentiated groups, but Katy reminded us that the school believes in heterogeneous classes except for test prep, when there are differentiated groups.  Dalissa suggested that it would be beneficial if the paraprofessionals were also trained on differentiation.  There was a suggestion that differentiation in Math be a CEP Goal for 2011/12, particularly for enrichment modalities.  Other differentiation tools outside the classroom mentioned by Peter are the Chess Club, and the Math Club which started up in March 2011 as a pilot for third grade students. Becky asked if teachers can meet across grades to discuss ideas for providing differentiated instruction. 


4. Community Action: Michelle mentioned that the District Three Town Hall meeting with the newly appointed chancellor, Dennis Walcott, will take place on Monday May 23, 2011.

Respectfully submitted,



Mary Hughes

