PS 199 SLT Minutes
June 17, 2011
 
Attendees:
 
Katy Rosen 
Christine Annechino
Michelle Ciulla Lipkin 
Sarah Colmaire
Rebecca Hank 
Sandra Levy
Kirsten Loderer 
Jamie Zucker
Mary Hughes 
Tamara Cella 
Peter Rockwitz 
Debbie Schulman 
Pat Bleichman 
Dalissa Canario 
Mia Spolan 
Danielle Rosen
Harvey Kaufman 
Mary Sharkey
 
 1. SLT Minutes: The minutes of the SLT meetings on June 8, 2011 were approved.
 
 2. SLT Calendar: The dates proposed for next year's meetings are 9/16/11, 10/7, 10/28, 11/18, 12/9, 1/6/12, 1/27, 2/17, 3/9, 3/30, 4/27, 5/11, 5/25, 6/8 and 6/22/12. 
 
 3. Budget matters: At its last general meeting, the PTA membership voted and approved the 2011-2012 PTA budget. Included in the budget was an allocation of $100,000 to cover the cost of the science/technology teacher at the school (4.5 days a week/F-status) in the event there are teacher layoffs. The budget also included an allocation of $100,000 to cover the cost of funding one assistant teacher per grade from first to fifth grades.
 
 4. CEP: The DOE has "gone digital" on the CEP, and the form now gives drop down preset answer options for completing items. The drop downs also allow "other" as an answer, and allow schools to elaborate. There was a discussion about the feasibility of signing off that the CEP goals were aligned with resources when the schools do not have a budget yet from DOE or the State for next year. If necessary, SLT members may meet with Katy to review the CEP before it is finalized. It is possible the schools may not get an approved budget until sometime during the summer. 
 
 5. Substitute teacher: Last week, news was released to the public by the Manhattan District Attorney that individuals, including an individual called Joshua Ruiz who had worked as a paraprofessional and substitute teacher at PS 199, had been arrested for possession of child pornography. Many parents were deeply disturbed by this news, and were very concerned about possible harm to their children. There was a discussion about responding in such a way to parents that they can feel they have the all information they need, and that the school is handling the matter appropriately. Some suggestions were a letter or e-mail to parents giving details of the charges and of all classes where Ruiz had worked; a school meeting with parents; and the provision of counseling. Screening issues were also discussed. DOE does background checks but the checks will not flag individuals who do not have a record. Katy said she will work in this issue, and take additional steps to address parents concerns. 
 
 Respectfully submitted,
 
 
 Mary Hughes 

