PS 199 School Leadership Team Meeting February 18, 2011
Attendees:

Jamie Zucker

Peter Rockwitz

Harvey Kaufman

Katy Rosen

Mary Hughes

Becky Hank

Debbie Schulman
Kirsten Loderer

Edward Henwood

Christine Annechino

Michelle Ciulla Lipkin

Christine Annechino

Sarah Colmaire

Tamara Celle

Dalissa Canario

Sandra Levy

Minutes:  Minutes from the February 4, 2011 meeting, a draft of which had been previously distributed electronically, were approved.

Indoor Recess:  There was a discussion about the possibility of planning activities other than watching movies during indoor recess.  The issue arose because of the consistent bad weather this winter, leading to consecutive days inside at recess.  This limits physical activity, socializing time, and unstructured “down time” for the children.  Space limitations were identified, i.e., the gym, art rooms, and cafeteria are mostly in use at recess time, and, thus, the auditorium is basically the only space available.  Staffing limitations were also identified, i.e., if the children are not all in the same place during recess, then staff needs to be spread out in the different locations.  Specific ideas that can be followed up included having the children help clean the cafeteria (Katy will follow up with cafeteria workers), determining if Asphalt Green can do something with the children in the auditorium or elsewhere (no specific person was designated to follow up on this), and closing off the street at recess (no specific person was designated to follow up on this either).  It was also announced that a committee was formed by the PTA to review video selections for indoor recess and the first meeting will take place on March 5th after drop-off.
Curriculum Enhancement Subcommittee :  Issues from the second meeting of the subcommittee were raised with the SLT.  The SLT decided that there will be a standing curriculum enhancement subcommittee of the SLT for which members would be solicited at the beginning of each school year.  These parents would be available to help teachers with field trip planning.  The parents in the subcommittee will not necessarily work on trips for specific grades, but will just be available as necessary, to assist.   It was made clear that getting the information about field trips to the teachers was the most important aspect of being of assistance to the teachers, because teachers are empowered to make field trip decisions without going through Katy.  It was agreed that it would be helpful to gather all of the field trip information in a binder and in an electronic database (possibly available on googledocs), both of which would be updated as needed.  It was also agreed that there would be an email address set up at fieldtrips@ps199pta.org for teachers to seek assistance from the subcommittee in field trip planning.  New information on the database will also be distributed through monthly email blasts to the teachers with a link to the fieldtrips email address.   
The next meeting of the Curriculum Enhancement Subcommittee is March 8, at 8:45. 
Common Core Standards:  Someone asked how the new Common Core Standards (CCS)will affect PS 199.  Katy explained that there is a lot of overlap with the current curriculum.  She also explained that teachers have already been exposed to the CCS, and that they have been seeping into the curriculum in different ways already. For example, Teachers College has already embraced the core standards in its literacy curriculum, which is the curriculum that PS 199 uses for literacy,.  It has also become a part of the Everyday Math curriculum, which PS 199 uses for math teaching.   The focus of the CCS is on accelerated learning and on critical thinking, both of which are part of the current curriculum as well.  The formal integration of the CCS into the curriculum is supposed to take place incrementally and will be fully reflected in state exams by 2014.   
Next Steps for SLT:  It was agreed that consideration of next steps for the SLT based on last year’s teacher survey would be placed on the agenda for the next SLT meeting.  It was also agreed that Katy would report on the progress on this year’s CEP goals at the next meeting. 
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Levy, Co-Secretary

