PS 199 SLT Minutes

March 25, 2011

Attendees:

Katy Rosen 


Christine Annechino

Pat Bleichman


Dalissa Canario



Tamara Cella


Michelle Ciulla Lipkin


Sarah Colmaire

Harvey Kaufman



Kirsten Loderer

Peter Rockwitz



Debbie Schulman

Mia Spolan

1. SLT Minutes: The minutes of the SLT meeting on March 11, 2011 were reviewed and Katy presented clarifications to Item #3 and Item #4. The minutes were approved with amendments. (See amended minutes.) 

2. CEP 2010-2011 Update:  The group reviewed the second CEP goal, i.e., Targeted students will increase their productivity and on-task behavior by June 2011, resulting in the accomplishment of 50% more class work.  As set forth in the CEP, the Inquiry Team, comprised of ten members, has been working on the issue.  This has led to meetings among teachers as well as professional development about teaching students on the autistic spectrum, with ADHD, etc. Measuring output for this goal has been a bit difficult. 

3. CEP 2011-2012: The SLT will need to start working on next year’s CEP. There was an inquiry about keeping our goals the same to keep the momentum going on the two items we presented in 2010-2011 CEP. Katy said that was certainly an option.
4. CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS: Katy reviewed some capital improvements she is looking into for the school. The grant committee is working with Gale Brewer and Scott Stringer’s office to obtain grant money. A grant has been submitted to Scott Stringer’s office for library renovations. Katy presented some ideas for this project: The circulation desk takes up too much space. Computer area could be made more accessible and computers could be upgraded. Smart Board needs upgrading. The library needs more electricity and a new paint job. Ms. Taylor has requested bookcases on wheels. It was also suggested that the library have a pocket door to be able to split the room in two when need be. The Grant Committee is also asking Gale Brewer’s office to help with library renovations since we continue to elaborate on the specific needs. A question was asked about replacing the floor tiling on 3rd floor. Katy said that although this item is too small for a grant, it is something Katy is aware needs fixing. The Office of School Facilities is going to work on the tiling on the 3rd floor over Spring Break. A discussion ensued about other improvements around the school including fixing windows on the third floor and increasing the electrical capacity of each classroom. Katy is aware that we need an electrical upgrade throughout the school and is looking into it. 

5. PCBs: The February air test results were all under EPA public health levels. Caulk around the building still needs to be removed and it is scheduled for the summer. TRC came in to survey the entire school including the basement. Katy believes the purpose of the survey is to make a plan for the summer. Some concealed test results from last summer about sink caulking and toilet caulking are being looked into. 

6. OPERATING BUDGET: An inquiry was made about the rollover money in the school’s budget. Principals are now being asked to return 30% of their unspent fundsto the DOE. Katy decided to spend funds on soundproofing the music room ($18K). School facilities will be doing the soundproofing. There will be no $ in the budget left to roll over. 

7. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION: Someone from the DOT was at the school yesterday surveying traffic and asking some questions about timing for arrival and dismissal. 

8. GREENHOUSE DISCUSSION: Michelle and Katy followed up with Healthy Child, Healthy Planet committee, the Manhattan School for Children (MSC) PTA, and Gale Brewer regarding last meeting’s discussion about a possible greenhouse on the 3rd floor roof. It was determined that a greenhouse would cost less and be smaller than the one at MSC. MSC did a lot of the legwork so future schools will have an easier time pursuing this project. It was requested that a planning committee be started. Michelle will follow up with Laura Sametz and Lisa Schulman from Healthy Child, Healthy Planet. SLT members Michelle Ciulla Lipkin and Peter Rockwitz will be committee members. It was suggested that the first step for the planning committee is to create a questionnaire to teachers about how much interest there is in a greenhouse and how much they think they will use it. 

9. DROP OFF: There was an inquiry about safety issues in the morning especially at the congested area at the opening of the inner yard. Katy recommended that Pat Bleichman consider moving her line away from the opening. 

10. EXECUTIVE BOARD UPDATE: Michelle reported that the WITS maintenance program was approved for next year and that the Japan Bake Sale raised over $4500.

11. Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

Michelle Ciulla Lipkin

SLT Mandatory Member/Co-President PS 199 PTA
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