PS 199 School Leadership Team Meeting December 17, 2010
Attendees:

Jamie Zucker

Peter Rockwitz

Theresa DiCristi

Dalissa Canario

Harvey Kaufman

Katy Rosen

Mary Hughes

Pat Bleichman

Becky Hank

Mia Spolan

Sarah Colmaire

Debbie Schulman

Angeline Huang

Kirsten Loderer

Edward Henwood

Christine Annechino

Sandra Levy

Minutes:  Minutes from the December 5, 2010 meeting, a draft of which had been previously distributed electronically, were approved.

Pick-up/Drop-off procedures:  Pat Bleichman expressed concern about traffic jams in the yard at drop-off and pick-up.  Peter Rockwitz, as a representative of the School Safety Committee, reported on recent discussions in the Safety Committee on the issue.  Peter reported that the safety goal has been achieved, but compliance on the part of the parents and the teachers has not been totally achieved.  Suggestions were made for enforcing compliance, including persons stationed at the yard entrance to remind folks, double horns in the yard (one sound for parents to leave, and one for teachers to take kids down the ramp), more visuals, and parents as “line monitors.” It was also suggested that the rules be communicated to parents again, through the PTA weekly email, PTA meeting announcements, and possibly class parent emails, and that teachers be reminded of the timing and procedures as well.  Peter agreed to take the information back to the Safety Committee and report back to the SLT with the Safety Committee’s suggestions.

Parents as Partners evening:  Planning is proceeding for the Parents as Partners evening on January 25th.  There will be workshops at 6:00 and 7:00 to give more parents the opportunity to sign up. The biggest question for planning is the turnout.  It was decided that a RSVP will not be required, but, rather, that there will be a sign-up at the entrance.  A “SAVE THE DATE” notice will go out soon and planning will proceed with specifics about the workshops.

Curriculum Enhancement:  Some responses were received to the parent survey, including PBS tour, whale acoustics, Apple Store, and tourist bureau visits as field trips.  With respect to field trips, Katy reported that teachers appreciate the additional support in planning field trips, but there is still the countervailing consideration of making time for the trips in the curriculum.  It works better when the trips dovetail with the curriculum and otherwise, it can be difficult to make it work time-wise.  It may be that it is easier to do some field trips at the end of the year for this reason.  There will be follow-up in these areas:  (1) email reminder about parent survey response; (2) further grade reports on specific desired trip areas (as opposed to reports about the curricula in the various grades); (3) Sandra will pass on the brochure about residencies in the arts to Katy; (4) a South Street Seaport program concerning NYC in the arts residency brochure will be explored; (5) grade representatives will take trips to the Center for Architecture Foundation to see what they do in their in-school residencies and further follow-up will be done to explore the possibility of a CFA in-school residency; (6) assemblies, such as those from the American Museum of Natural History, will be explored further; and (7) folks are encouraged to seek further leads from other schools about trips, residencies, and other curriculum enhancements.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandra Levy, Co-Secretary

