
PS 199M Air Sampling Data Trends
Since August of 2008, seventeen (17) rounds of wide scale air testing have been performed in P.S. 199M.  Over the course of this period, eight (8) rounds of sampling have been performed in the month of August, two (2) rounds each in September and October, and one (1) round each in January, February, June, July and November.  Building-wide monthly PCB averages have ranged from a high of 839.67 nanograms per cubic meter of air (ng/m3), in July, to a low of 78.06 ng/m3, in February.  Following is a chart showing the building wide monthly averages and the average building-wide air concentration trend over the course of a calendar year.  The school wide averages are highest during the summer months, particularly June through August, and lowest concentrations occur during the late fall and winter months, namely November through March. 
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Between 2008 and present, eight rounds of wide scale air testing have been performed in the building during regular school months (September through June).  Over the course of this period, two (2) rounds of sampling each were performed in September and October, while one (1) round was conducted in November, January, February and June.  Building-wide monthly PCB averages ranged from 78.06 ng/m3 to 318.44 ng/m3, and the building wide average for the regular school year was 187.06 ng/m3.  The chart on the following page shows the school year monthly averages and trend line for the data.  
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Based on the PCB concentration trends over time, the data was analyzed to determine if there was a trend between indoor air PCB concentrations and either the indoor and/or the outdoor temperatures at the time the samples were collected.  When comparing average indoor air concentration versus the maximum outdoor temperature measured during the sampling period, an apparent upward trend was noted – specifically, as the maximum outdoor temperature rises, the indoor air PCB concentrations also appear to rise.  
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When comparing average indoor air concentrations versus the average indoor air temperature during testing, a more clearly positive correlation between the two was noted, as depicted in the following graph.
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