     PS199 School Supply Green Buying Guide
When you purchase school supplies please consider buying green products.  The following characteristics make a product eco-friendly:

· products that are made of recycled materials 

· products that are themselves recyclable at the end of their “useful” life

· products that do not emit toxic fumes or when they were made emitted toxic chemicals or fumes

· products that are manufactured locally

· products that are composed of materials  from local sources

Please consider reusing where you can - i.e. if a composition notebook from last year only has 4-10 pages used, rip them out and reuse that notebook. You can continue to use any pocket folders (just re-title the subject), pens, pencils, markers, glue sticks, etc. 

You ask where to buy? Most stores now carry “green” products. Therefore purchasing eco-friendly is much easier than you think.   Yes, sometimes products are a little more costly, but they do help our environment and our health. While not intending to endorse any store, we know that environmentally friendly products can almost always be found at Staples, Target, Office Depot, Fairway, Trader Joes, and Whole Foods and many other supermarkets and megastores.  Below are some shopping suggestions.
Eco-friendly/recycled school supply suggestions*:

Pencils - No.2 Pencils by Paper Mate® EarthWrite™ or Staples® #2 Yellow Pencils Recycled 

Pens - Retractable Ballpoint Pens, Pilot® Recycled RexGrip BeGreen® or similar pens are available at Staples and Office Depot

Lined Notebook Paper - Staples® Eco Easy Filler Paper. (Office Depot and Target sell similar products).

Folders - Oxford 100% recycled Twin Pocket Folders or Staples® Twin-Pocket Portfolios 

Post-its - Post-it® Super Sticky 4" x 4" Recycled Notes are readily available

Markers- Crayola® Washable Markers Eco Easy and Recycled

Sharpies - Sharpie® Accent® Highlighters Eco Easy

Composition books - EarthWise® 100% Recycled Composition Notebook

Printer/computer paper – Purchase 30% to 100% recycled paper or paper that has been produced from sustainably harvested forests (it will be “certified”) Staples, Target, Office Depot, and many other office suppliers’ carry this product.  

Crayons – Prang soybean crayons are available at prangpower.com.  The super stores might have them - take a look.

Construction paper – recycled construction is available from office depot (riverside paper products is the manufacturer.)

3 Ring Binders – Staples and Office Depot carry recycled versions

Glue – eco friendly “Coccoina” glue sticks and other glue products are available at greendepot.com.  

Eco-friendly/recycled cleaning supplies:

Paper Towels – "Trader Joes” makes 100% recycled paper towels; “Marcal®” and” Seventh Generation” do as well and can be bought at many .stores.  

Dish Liquid and Hand Soap – Seventh Generation® , Method, Trader Joes, Citrus, Treewise, Mrs. Meyers make good ones.  There are many others.  Dawn, Palmolive, Joy, and more common brands are not green.  These others may be a little more expensive but they are more concentrated so you use less and...they are better for the environment.

Hand Sanitizer – “Method Hand Sanitizer” and “Cleanwell” can be found at many “organic” stores including, Target, Whole Foods and Fairway.

Tissues – Marcal® 100% Recycled Facial Tissues, 2-Ply, Cube Boxes Many supermarkets carry this product, as does Staples, Target, Fairway, etc.  Whole Food Market Brand and Trader Joe Tissues are not expensive.

Hand Wipes - Seventh Generation® Chlorine Free Baby Wipes and Simple Green Wipes work very well.

All-purpose Cleaners (spray bottles to clean desks) – Many choices are available.  Some notable brands include Seventh Generation® Natural All Purpose Cleaner Spray, Method, Sun and Earth, Nature’s Source, Citrasolve, etc.  Fairway, Target, and many supermarkets carry these products

Environmentally friendly white board cleaner – individual bottles can be ordered on line from magneticconcepts.com or purchased in bulk from soysafe.com


Here is a list of websites where you can purchase Green products online:

http://www.staples.com/sbd/cre/marketing/ecoeasy/index.html 

http://www.officedepot.com/a/browse/buy-green/N=5+11332/
http://www.seventhgeneration.com/products 

http://www.cleanwelltoday.com/

http://www.redapplesupply.com – click on green apple school supplies 

http://www.recycled products.org

http://www.thegreenoffice.com   (Mostly bulk sales) 

Thank you for helping to make PS199 a green school!

*Thank you to the Green Committee at The Anderson School
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